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The PRACTICAL VALUE 
of GEOGRAPHY 


2T IS OFTEN SUPPOSED THAT 
WHILE GEOGRAPHY IS VERY 
USEFUL TO THE SAILOR, THE 
SOLDIER, THE MISSIONARY, 
AND THE TRAVELER, WHO 
HAVE TO GO FROM PLACE TO 
PLACE, CR TO THE MER- 
CHANT WHO HAS TRADING 
INTERESTS IN DISTANT LANDS, IT HAS LIT- 
TLE CONCERN WITH THE LIFE OF THE STAY- 
AT-HOME CITIZEN. THIS IS QUITE A MIS- 
TAKE. MANY OF THE INTERESTS OF THE 
PRESENT DAY ARE LARGELY GEOGRAPH- 
ICAL, AND THE DAILY PAPER ACQUIRES A 
FRESH AND FULLER INTEREST WHEN IT IS 
READ IN THIS LIGHT. EVEN TO KNOW 
WHERE THE PLACES ONE READS OF ARE, 
WHAT IS THEIR CLIMATE, AND HOW THEY 
ARE PEOPLED IS SOMETHING; BUT, TAKING 
THE WIDER VIEW OF GEOGRAPHY AS THE 
SCIENCE WHICH AIMS AT EXPLAINING THE 
ADJUSTMENT OF PEOPLE TO LAND, THERE 
IS SCARCELY A PROBLEM OF PAST HISTORY 
OR OF PRESENT POLITICS AND ECONOMICS 
IN ANY COUNTRY WHICH CANNOT BE 
ELUCIDATED BY THE APPLICATION OF ITS 
PRINCIPLES.—H. R. MiLL, /uternational Geography. 
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